Can Shneidman's "Ten Commonalities of Suicide" accommodate rational suicide?
Shneidman's (1985) commonly reproduced "Ten Commonalities of Suicide" cannot accommodate rational suicide, as the concept has been defined in recent literature, and therefore are not "commonalities" of all suicides. Quotes from Shneidman describing the "commonalities" are provided and selected items are briefly examined in light of one set of criteria for rational suicide. It is suggested that Shneidman's list, which is inherently biased against allowing for the possibility of rational suicide, be renamed so that its contents will not continue to be inappropriately used as evidence that suicide cannot be rational.